11/29/04 


Larry Lancaster 
PO Jjox 9U1 
Somerset, KY 42902 

Lear i*r, Lamcaster, 

Tliaiiks for your tliouehtful letter. Our list is enclosed, I write more in fairness 
to the raeraory of the man who was, for Ms day, one of the better Senators, as ^ then 
bec|ieved, I am, by the way, a Lemocrat, 

It was difficult for me to understand hov; men I respec'f^ike Warren and ^ooper, 
could sign tliat Report, I can|/t take t xme for all learned after writing my first 
book but I came to understimd tliat wMle Warren knew uiiat he was doing, no innocence 
there, he did believe it was in the country’s interest and he had been conhijred by LIBJ 
end intimidated by J . Ei^gar lesser degree tMs is true of all the Memhe:^ 

.uicluding Cooper, But they were all (t5o bus^ to do justice to that responsibility and 
for all the efforts they made they could not be fully aware of the evidence/that, biased 
as it was, destroyed the conclusions /.of the ^^port. Bill Neichter, a Louisville lawyer 
and a friend, lias been trying to improve the ^oopar arcMve. ^e learned that ^ooper 
took the Coinmiasion secrecy so literally he siiar4d nothing with Ms staff and aside from 
Ills many Senate responsibilitjes spent houi-s each week going over the enormous load of 
wliat was ^ essontiai;i-V irrelevant dumped on them by the staff. But as L learned from 
Russell, Cooper was eiryk Mm in Ms vigorous opposition to the singl^!0bullet theory and 
refused to sign the Report with that in it, Rankin and Warren worked out wliat they 
presented as a compromise tliat incorporated Russell's and Cooper’s objections but it 
■..'as a con, it was saying the same tiling in different words, wMch neither Russell nor 
Cooper imderstoad,'x'o a limited degree I go into tMs in W IV, I've learned more since 
then. It was in fairness to “^ooper's memory tliat v;hen Norris' producer phoned I said I'd 
like people in Kentucl-iy to ioiow a little of thp truth. If there had been more time I 
CO uld liavo said more, L had Vliat ■’■‘'ussell prep/ared in advance of an executive session 
he forced by refusing to si;,^! the J^eport, witi ^ooper's agreement, and I v/as prepared to 
rear! part of it, along with Cooper's agreement with it. 

Wish I ha.d time for more, Tiianks and best v?ishes. 


■^^old Weisberg 



